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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

The past month has been one of great achievements for our 

council but also one of sadness. During the month, we lost 

two brothers, Mark O. Kanu and Joseph Ferreri, plus, 

Elizabeth Rouse, the widow of a deceased brother. I want to 

thank the more than 20 brothers, who, on very short notice, 

were present for the rosary for Joe Ferrari. The family 

requested that we say a rosary for Joe, but there was no 

obituary and our timeframe for notifying our brothers was very 

short. Paul Sine should be commended by all of us for 

spending the day on the telephone notifying brothers of the 

rosary time and place. 

We were prepared to perform our wake service for Elisabeth 

Rouse, however, Deacon Randy arrived and performed a 

service with rosary. I want to thank the 12 brothers who were 

present and ready to deliver our wake service. The family of 

Mark Kanu has requested that we do our wake service and 

rosary for Mark on November 18th. Mark was a Fourth Degree 

Knight so coordination of his rosary service is being made with 

the Mother Teresa Assembly. I cannot adequately express the 

gratitude of the families for whom we have performed our 

wake service. They are extremely gratified by the presence of 

the Knights of Columbus. Even though we did not execute our 

service for Elizabeth Rouse, the four children were most 

grateful for the presence of the knights. (Their father died in 

1995.) 

The weekend of October 21-22nd was very busy for our 

Council. On Saturday, many of us who serve as ushers, 

Eucharistic ministers, musicians, singers, etc. attended a day of 

reflection with Msgr. Don and Father Anthony. Perhaps the 

most meaningful moments were not the words of our two 

speakers, but the periods of silent reflection following their 

presentations. And, who was not moved buy the singing and 

piano playing of Fr. Anthony. What a talented man! I’m sure 

that all of us came away with a renewed dedication to our 

ministries and service to our parish. It was especially 

gratifying to me as the Grand Knight, to look at the audience 

as to see how many of the parish ministries are staffed by 

Knights of Columbus. No one can ever accuse Council 8954 of 

not being fully dedicated to the stewardship of our parish. 

Sunday, too, was a busy day for brother knights! We started 

with a Corporate Communion at the 8:45 am mass followed by 

breakfast in the St. Joseph Room. Attendance at this 
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communion was small, but we had knights who were on retreat 

and others who were already at work in the kitchen. While 

some of us were having breakfast, we already had a crew at 

work preparing a meal for the men who attended the ACTS 

retreat and their families. In spite of working without clear 

numbers, the knights prepared an excellent meal and served 

115 plates of spaghetti, meatballs, garlic bread and salad. We 

even served the Bishop! We went down to the last meatball!— 

and I ate it! We received many compliments on our efforts and 

were referred to as “angels” by the retreatants for preparing 

this welcome back meal. I want to especially thank James 

Aston who headed the food preparation effort and Tony 

Pascarelli who assisted James in the cooking. Our kitchen 

crew, in addition to James and Tony, was small but effective. 

They included Carl Kocorek, Chris Glazer, Isaac Sandoval, 

Martin Jones, Derek Storey and me. We had a great time 

putting together the meal and serving our guests. If you have 

never worked in the kitchen, you should try it. You will find 

that it is great fun, you develop a camaraderie with you fellow 

workers, and have a great sense of satisfaction in what you 

produce. Our hope is that the retreatants came back filled with 

the Holy Spirit and left the dining hall filled with wonderful 

spaghetti! 

To me, the most memorable event of the month was the Wives 

Appreciation Dinner. We had a marvelous time and our wives 

were so appreciative. It was an evening of good food, good 

wine and great socializing. Jack Stubbs did a great job in 

selecting the menu and the caterer and deserves a GREAT 

BIG THANK YOU from all of us for his efforts. Our guests 

dined on a selection of turkey or pot roast with a variety of six 

side dishes, plus banana pudding for desert. I cannot tell you 

how many compliments I received from the wives and brothers 

for this excellent evening honoring our wives. If you did not 

attend, you missed a wonderful evening, so please plan to do 

so next year. You and your wife will both enjoy it and you 

will gain many brownie points with your better half. Where 

else can you take your best girl for an excellent meal, with 

wine “in of a bottle”, for only $10.00 a couple. See you next 

year!!! 

�

th 

One more note of national importance: November 7is 

Election Day. The U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has 

declared, “in the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a 

virtue; participation in the political process is a moral 

obligation…every vote counts. Every act of responsible 

citizenship is an exercise of significant individual power.” 
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This year, as in most election years, there are issues touching 

on moral and social values. Study the candidates. Consider 

their positions on the issues. Do not let yourself be distracted 

by the mud-slinging and the non-issues. Consider the 

positions of the candidates, pick yours and vote on November 

th 

7. Be a patriotic American citizen and vote. If you need a 

ride to the voting polls, let me or another knight know and we 

will arrange to get you to a voting booth. 

Let me end on a personal note. Carol and I will have the 

pleasure of accompanying Msgr. Don on his annual pilgrimage 

th 

to Italy this year. We will be gone from November 12through November21st. We are 

looking forward to this trip 

not only as a vacation, but as a spiritual journey to some of the 

most sacred places of our Catholic faith and tradition. We ask 

that you pray for the safe return of all of our parishioners. 

While I am away, Derek Storey will be in charge of council 

activities which include two major events: the Thanksgiving 

th 

Social on November 16and the Garage Sale on November 

th 

18. I know that I can rely on all of you to give Derek your 

full support in carrying out these important activities. I pledge 

to pray for all of you at the tomb of St. Peter. 

Vivat Jesus!

Joel J. Lanoux, Grand Knight

From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

Lairy Johnson 

DUES NEWS 

Start saving your pennies and dimes boys. It is almost dues 
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time again. This message is pre-notice that dues will soon 

be due. The notices will go out about December 15th, and 

dues are due by January 1st. I will accept dues payments at 

the December meeting, if you want to pay early. This year 

my goal is to have all dues (100%) collected by January. 

Last year we did about 60% collection on the first notice 

and had to send second and sometimes third notices which 

cost us lots of stampage. So please help your council by 

paying on time. I will appreciate that. 

Fraternally,

Lairy

KROGER Report 

Full shopping cart this quarter. You fellows are eating 

well. Kroger reports we spent $5573.50. Our cut is one 

percent or about $55.74. Is this great or what? The more 

we eat the more money we get. So my fellow chow hounds 

have an extra piece of cake to celebrate. I have Kroger 

stickers to put on your card. Place it on the tomato side and 

be sure to scan both sides of your card. Please put some of 

these stickers on your friend’s cards too. It is good. 

Lairy 

Community Activities 

Veterans Team News 

We completed our usual mission this month with 14 

volunteers. We played bingo, served snacks and visited 

with the patients. They really appreciate the Knights of 

Columbus for doing this. Thank you all for your support of 

this project. I keep a record of all that we contribute. Over 

the past 9 months (thru September) we have contributed 

the following: 26 cans of coffee, 495 sandwiches, 389 

small cakes, 128 pounds of fruit, 395 magazines, 143 

books. Our volunteer visit count is 114. On the light side 

we could use more sweetener (individual packets), pickles, 

and socks (Wal-Mart six packs) 

Again this year I have asked the St Joseph Circle of 

Friends to put together some Christmas Bags like they did 

last year. We need some coffee cups-those you would give 
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to a good friend, some comfort items (small sizes only) 

such as soaps, tooth paste, cards, pens, pencils, writing 

tablets, socks, hankies, etc. Also, if you have any 

Christmas cards left over. I will be collecting up to about 

our December meeting. Of course we could use some cash 

donations to buy some things that are needed such as socks 

and underwear. The cash would be donated to Circle of 

Friends. 

Lairy 

�

Council Activities 

Knights of Columbus Garage Sale 

Clean out the closets and the garage at home, the next KoC 

th

garage sale is scheduled for Saturday, November 18. The 

Knights are requesting donations of gently used items. The 

procedure is the same. Drop off donations Thursday evening 

th

(November 16) in room 124PC and/or Friday evening 

th

(November 17) in rooms 124PC and 125PC. Garage sale 

starts 7:00 am Saturday morning and ends at noon. We are 

asking for volunteers to help Friday night from 6:00 pm to 

9:00 pm, and/or Saturday morning from 6:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

In addition, volunteers with pickup trucks are needed that 

Friday night and/or Saturday morning. Contact Jon Hagarman 

(972) 680-9519 for additional info and to sign up. 

Football Sweepstakes Wrap-Up 

The final tally for this year is 82 tickets sold; 82 ticket stubs 

and $820 turned into the Texas State Council. Of this amount, 

the State Council will receive $82 for its State Per Capita. 

This may not seem like a lot but when you stop and consider 

this is a statewide program; it all adds up. Unfortunately not 

all councils participate in this fundraiser; this includes some 

Dallas Diocese councils. Can you imagine the potential if all 
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councils participated; can you imagine if the approximately 

7,500 Dallas Diocese Knights bought or sold 1 ticket. Last 

year the state received over $45,000 for selling these tickets; 

this year’s goal is $50,000. Not until the totals are compiled 

and crunched through some mathematical formula will 

participating councils know the amount that will be credited 

toward their State Per Capita. Whatever the amount, this just 

means is that 8954 will get to keep this amount for our own 

charities. The Sweepstakes games start the weekend of 

October 28/29. You do not have to do anything if you are a 

winner, the state council will automatically send you a check 

by the next week. You can go on www.txkofc.org to see all 

the winners and their total points. Thanks to all the brothers 

who purchased and sold tickets this season. Council 8954 sold 

87 last year and 82 this year; how about if we set 100 as our 

goal for next year. WE CAN DO IT. 

Council Calendar 

Nov-06 

1st 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

2nd 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

4th 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

4th 5:00 PM Memorial Mass 

5th All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

9th 7:00 PM First Degree 

15th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

16th 5:00 PM Garage Sale Drop-off 

16th 7:00 PM Thanksgiving Social 

17th 5:00 PM Garage Sale Drop-off 

18th 7:00 AM Garage Sale 

20th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

Dec-06 

2nd 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

3rd All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

6th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

7th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

9th 9:00 AM Breakfast with Santa 

14th 7:00 PM Christmas Social 

17th 2:00 PM Setup Nativity Scene 

18th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

20th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

Church Activities 

SAVE THE DATE 
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nd 

Mark your calendar now for the 2Annual St. Joseph New 

Year’s Eve Party! Party time: social 7 – 8 pm, dinner 8 –9 

pm, dancing 9:00 pm – 12:30 am (01/10/07); Tickets: $25 

per person, will include a COMPLETE dinner consisting of 

entree, vegetables, salad, roll, dessert and tea and party favors; 

BYOB; back by popular demand the Sweet Sound Band; no 

babysitting will be provided; 232 tickets will be sold. More 

information will follow in upcoming newsletters and church 

bulletins. FYI, this event is open to all parishioners; so if you 

plan to attend, it is recommended that you purchase tickets as 

soon as they go on sale. 

I would like to thank the Brother Knights who helped me in 

the kitchen Sunday, October 22, with the ACTS retreat 

spaghetti luncheon attended by retreat participants, their family 

members and Bishop Charles Grahmann. Assisting with the 

cooking, serving, dishwashing, setup and cleanup were Grand 

Knight Joel Lanoux, Brother Knights Tony Pascarelli, Isaac 

Sandoval, Derek Storey, Chris Glaser, Martin Jones, and Carl 

Kocorek. Special thanks also to Brother Ben Porras who 

helped procure most of the provisions for the meal and to all 

those who stayed at the end and helped pick up tables and 

chairs. In the end 115 meals of spaghetti, meatballs, salad and 

French bread were served. 

James Aston 

�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

COUNCIL # 8954 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

600 S. JUPITER RD. 

RICHARDSON, TEXAS 75081 

CHARITY 

UNITY 

FRATERNITY 

PATRIOTISM 

2006 – 2007 OFFICERS 

GRAND KNIGHT JOEL LANOUX 972-705-9867 
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DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT DEREK STOREY 972-487-7099 

CHAPLAIN MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 

CHANCELLOR CONARD KESTER 972-276-3761 

RECORDER MILTON CATALINA 972-907-2762 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY LAIRY JOHNSON 972-234-8489 

TREASURER LARRY BRUCE 972-530-4903 

ADVOCATE JACK STUBBS 972-437-1152 

WARDEN NICK MOWERY 469-366-6252 

LECTURER DOUG MURDOCH 972-496-7030 

INSIDE GUARD DOUG MURDOCH 972-496-7030 

OUTSIDE GUARD 1 JOE ACOSTA 972-516-2230 

OUTSIDE GUARD 2 MANUEL VILLELA 972-907-1506 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE BOB PROCSAL 972-234-5254 

2 YEAR TRUSTEE ISAAC SANDOVAL 972-495-8930 

3 YEAR TRUSTEE BRIAN ROETEN 972-414-0507 

INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOHN SHUMAN 469-742-8961 

E-mail: John.Shuman@KOFC.ORG 

KNIGHT SUPPORT LINE 972-805-1921 

�
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